TOWARDS A NEW SOCIETY

appliances and decorations. Let us have by all
means the religious spirit, the fundamental
experience that is the inmost truth of all
religions, that is the matter of our soul; but in
our mind and life and body let there be a
luminous catholicity, let these organs and
instruments be trained to see and compare and
appreciate the variety, the numberless facets
which the one Spirit naturally presents to the
human consciousness. Ekam sat viprah bahndha
vadanti. It is an ancient truth that man
discoyered even in his earliest seekings; but
it still awaits an adequate expression and
application in life.

India's historical development is marked
by a special characteristic which is at once the
expression of her inmost nature and the setting
of a problem which she has to solve for herself
*and for the whole human race. I have spoken
of the diversity and divergence of affiliations
in a modem social unit. But what distinguishes
India from all other peoples is that the diversity
and divergence have culminated here in contra-
dictoriness and mutual exclusion.

The, first extremes that met in India and
fought and gradually coalesced to form a single
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